illiam (Billy) and Austyn were friends for a while before
dating “We hung out on a regular basis on historic Bridge Streetin
Bradenton Beach,” Austyn says. They both loved to listen to KoKo
Ray and the Soul Providers. One night, they danced together and as

Austyn said, “the rest is history!”

The day after Christmas 2007, Austyn returned to Florida from
Meridian, Mississippi, where she grew up and Billy came to pick
her up from the airport. Austyn was hungry and since it was late the
only place open was McDonald's. They made a quick stop and then
headed home to eat dinner in front of the TV. Billy casually pulled
out aring box and proposed. “Needless to say, | wasn't that hungry

anymore,” Austyn said.

Austyn had always assumed she would be married in her small
town church in Mississippi with a reception at the local hall.
However, since she had been a wedding planner at the Sandbar
Restaurant t'm' 1|'|L' Pa\l two years, \I'l\,' LIL’CI\Il‘lE to gl‘l in.‘LI‘t‘ICd
where she and Billy worked and lived on Santa Maria Island in
Florida. The Sandbar Restaurant provided an exotic spot for a
\\'L‘dding: without the |!ig price tag that sometimes goes .‘lLoI‘Ig\\'Ith

destination weddings.

Austyn wanted a relaxed beautiful setting and great music. She
chose pink, chocolate and apple green for her wedding colors.
Billy was also very involved in the wedding planning process, and
had a lot of the ideas about the food, since he is a chefat Sandbar

Restaurant.

Austyn's gown was made of pink iridescent satin with a sweetheart
neckline and beading all over the bodice. The back had alace up
corset that fell into a 10-foot train with a full tufted skirt. "All my
friends said it was the last thing they expected me, a tomboy, to

wear,” \llL‘ \.lhi

She allowed her bridesmaids to choose any dress they wanted that
complemented their style and shape; as long as it was chocolate
brown. “I think this was great because it allowed them to express
who they are and be comfortable all at the same time,” Austyn said,

‘and, they could wear it again.”

. s Raltan
stine Boltor




The groom and groomsmen wore khaki suits with a chocolate tie

JI]I.! vest. '“11_‘ gl‘l'll\l'l'l WOre converse tennis \'I'IUL‘\

The wedding ceremony took place less than 20 feet from the Gulf
of Mexico, on the white sandy beaches of Santa Maria Island. The
décor included a beautiful 8-piece bamboo arch, draped with fabric

in shades of pink and brown with fresh cymbidium orchids hung

all aver. Rows of white padded folding chairs were tied with a single
organza bow on each and a perfect sunset on the horizon provided

the natural backdrop.

The Cl‘lIP!L' was married on November 24, which isa |1tlptli.ll‘

date in Austyn’s family. “Billy and I were the fourth generation

to be married on that date” she said. "My great-grandparents, my
grandparents, my Mom and step-dad and now us.” The couple
exchanged the wedding bands that her grandparents had exchanged
on the same date 33 years earlier. Austyn’s grandfather had passed

away, so hav ng hl‘l’ gr.lndp.lrunl s rings was extra \l‘L‘(I.‘II,

[he reception was held close to the ceremony site, in the Sandbar’s
wedding pavilion. Japanese lanterns and orchids hung through the
rafters of the pavilion and with pink and khaki tablecloths that hit
the sand. The table centerpieces, created by Silvia’s Flower Corner,
were made of fresh orchids in colors of pink, green, and white. Fresh
palm trees and plants were rented from Nan-Del Plant Rental in
Palmetto, FL. D] for | B, of More than Music set the tone for the

evening

The Sandbar Restaurant provided the reception tood and the couple
was able to design the menu themselves. Guests enjoyed an array

of appetizers that continued throughout the evening and included
ceviche, cocktail shrimp, fruits and cheeses, and grilled tenderloin.
Each time the guests went back to the tent, more food had been
added! Mattand Dom’s Pastry Caf¢ designed the couple’s wedding
cake. "It was beautiful,” Austyn said. “pink and chocolate icing with

carrot cake.”

Billy’s favorite moment was when the day was over and everything

went perfectly. The best moment for Austyn was the sunset. "It was

so pertect,”

that Monday, November 24, 2008 was the Best Sunset of 2008."

she said. “In fact, later in the week, the news reported
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